A Study in James
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Lesson Guide

You are invited to print off these pages for your study in Scripture. Use a
notebook to journal and answer the questions.

These notes may also be helpful for small groups or discipling one-on-one.
Each section contains questions to inspire readers to hunt through the Bible
not only for studying James, but for digging deeper to learn more about
God’'s Word and how to apply it to our lives today as we walk in faith.

OVERVIEW

Read James, all 5 chapters. Make notes of anything that you have a question
about or anything that strikes you. Ask God to help you to see what His word
says, without you bringing your own suppositions or expectations to the text

Also, as we go through the study of James, see how your questions are
answered and where you might need to dig deeper to find the answers.
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Day 1: The Joy of Suffering
James 1:1-11

Read 1 Peter 5:12-19. How does Peter address suffering here? Why does Peter
say suffering comes upon believers?

How does Peter encourage believers who are facing trials? What warning or
condition does Peter give regarding suffering?

Why does Peter encourage believers to entrust themselves to God in their
suffering? What exhortation does he give to the believer who is suffering to
continue to do? Why does this matter for us today? How might that be
applicable in the trials you are facing?

Read Philippians 4:10-13. \What has Paul learned? What is the secret of facing
all things? What kinds of things is Paul talking about here? (Hint: it's not
about winning a football game)

Think about the life of Paul or read 2 Corinthians 11:16-29 and consider all the
trials that Paul has gone through for the Gospel. How does this help us to
understand this passage in Philippians?

Read Romans 5:1-5. Paul starts out by reminding us of our status in Christ
and our response because of that. In verse 3, he goes on to talk about
suffering. How does suffering tie to our status in Christ?

How does this result in hope in the believer? How does that expand your
understanding of suffering and its purpose in the life of a believer?
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Read 2 Corinthians 1:8-11. What does Paul describe here? What does Paul say
was the purpose of those events? What is his outlook going forward? How
does that perspective inform and direct our hearts and minds as we endure
trials and suffering?

Read Matthew 11:25-30. \What does Jesus thank the Father for here? What
does that reveal about God's economy versus the economy of the world?
Who will know the Father, according to this passage? What people does
Jesus reference here? What does He call them to do? The idea of a “yoke”
implies work. How is the work Jesus calls us to different than the work of the
world?

Read Philippians 2:1-4. \What does Paul say would complete his joy? What
does he contrast this with in verse 3? What should our attitude demonstrate?
How does the believer show concern for other believers?

Read Matthew 13:44-46. How does Jesus describe the kingdom of heaven in
these two, short parables? What is His point? How does that help us to
understand how we should consider the things of earth verses the things of
eternal value?

As you consider these Scriptures today in your time with God, ask Him to help
you to see where you may have an incorrect view of biblical suffering. Ask
Him to help you to see suffering from the perspective of eternity, and to take
comfort in a right understanding of suffering. Ask Him to help you to learn, as
Paul did, to be content in whatever circumstances you are in, knowing that
an eternity with Him is TRULY worth it all.
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A Study in James

Day 2: Firstfruits of the Promise
James 1:1-18

Read 2 Timothy 4:6-8. How does Paul describe what is waiting for him in
eternity? Is this a good thing? Who else can look forward to this in eternity?

Read Revelation 2:8-11. What is about to happen to the believers? What
encouragement is given to these believers?

Read Romans 11:33-36. \What is Paul talking about here? Does any human
have the knowledge to question God and prove God to be wrong in
something? Does God ever do anything wrong?

Read Matthew 7:9-11. What is the point Jesus is making here? How does that
go along with what we read today in James 1:177?

Read Ephesians 2:1-3. There are three “sources” of sin, and we see them all
here. What are they? (If you aren’t sure what the 3 sources are, read Matthew
4.1, Romans 13:14, 1 John 2:15-17) Why is it important to understand where sin
does and does NOT come from?

Read Romans 6:20-23. \What is the end result of sin? What is the fruit that
comes from being slaves to God? What do you earn because of your sin?
What hope do we have?

Read Ephesians 1:11-14. \What have we obtained through God? Those who
hope in Christ look forward to what? What happens when we believe in Him?
Why is this a big deal?

Read Romans 8:29-30. \What familial position do we have when God has
called us? Look carefully at verse 30 and notice all the things that God does
(and will do!) on our behalf.

Ladies, God has provided all that we need to be with Him eternally. He has
dealt with the problem of our sin, given us the best gift of all in salvation, and
He is in control of everything that is happening in our world. Take some time
today to praise God for His grace and mercy in saving you, and to ask Him to
help you to persevere to receive the crown of life in eternity with Him. We still
sin every day, yet God chose to save us anyway! Ponder the words to some of
these hymns today as you consider those truths.
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Come Thou Fount (Sovereign Grace version)

Come, Thou Fount of every blessing
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace
Streams of mercy never ceasing
Call for songs of loudest praise
Teach me some melodious sonnet
Sung by flaming tongues above
Praise the name! I'm fixed upon it
Name of Thy redeeming love

VERSE 2

Hitherto Thy love has blessed me
Thou hast brought me to this place
And | know Thy hand will bring me
Safely home by Thy good grace
Jesus sought me when a stranger
Wandering from the fold of God
He, to rescue me from danger
Interposed His precious blood

VERSE 3

Oh to grace how great a debtor
Daily I'm constrained to be

Let Thy goodness, like a fetter

Bind my wandering heart to Thee
Prone to wander, Lord, | feel it
Prone to leave the God | love
Here's my heart, oh take and seal it
Seal it for Thy courts above

VERSE 4

Oh that day when freed from sinning
| shall see Thy lovely face

Full arrayed in blood-washed linen
How I'll sing Thy sovereign grace
Come, my Lord, no longer tarry
Bring Thy promises to pass

For | know Thy pow'r will keep me
Till 'm home with Thee at last

Before The Throne of God Above

Before the throne of God above

| have a strong, a perfect plea;

a great High Priest, whose name is Love,
whoever lives and pleads for me.

My name is graven on his hands,

my name is written on his heart;

| know that while in heaven he stands
no tongue can bid me thence depart,
no tongue can bid me thence depart.

2 When Satan tempts me to despair
and tells me of the guilt within,
upward | look, and see him there
who made an end of all my sin.
Because the sinless Savior died,

my sinful soul is counted free;

for God the Just is satisfied

to look on him and pardon me,

to look on him and pardon me.

3 Behold him there! the risen Lamb,
my perfect, spotless righteousness;
the great unchangeable “I AM,”

the King of glory and of grace!

One with himself, | cannot die,

my soul is purchased by his blood,;
my life is hid with Christ on high,
with Christ my Savior and my God,
with Christ my Savior and my God.

How Deep the Father's Love For Us
How deep the Father’s love for us,

How vast beyond all measure,

That He should give His only Son

To make a wretch His treasure.

How great the pain of searing loss —
The Father turns His face away,

As wounds which mar the Chosen One
Bring many sons to glory.

Behold the man upon a cross,

My sin upon His shoulders;
Ashamed, | hear my mocking voice
Call out among the scoffers.

It was my sin that held Him there
Until it was accomplished;
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His dying breath has brought me life —
| know that it is finished.

| will not boast in anything,

No gifts, no power, no wisdom;

But | will boast in Jesus Christ,

His death and resurrection.

Why should | gain from His reward?
| cannot give an answer;

But this | know with all my heart -
His wounds have paid my ransom.
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A Study in James

Day 3: Self-Deceit
James 1:19-27

Read Jonah 4:1-4. God has just saved the lives of the people of Nineveh. What
is Jonah's response? What does it seem Jonah wanted to happen? What
single question does God ask of Jonah? How might asking that same
guestion of yourself help you not to sin in your anger?

Read Ephesians 2:1-10. Describe the life of the unbeliever. What is the
relationship between the unbeliever and God? Believers, too, were once
unbelievers. What does Ephesians say we once “were” (like the rest of
mankind)? What happened that change how we once were? What role did
God play in that? What role did YOU play? What purpose does God have for
us as new creations?

Read 1 Corinthians 6:9-11. What are some specific examples of filthiness and
wickedness that we see here? Look carefully at the verb tenses in verse 11.
What is unique about the believer? Why do we need to keep this in mind?

Read Galatians 5:16-24. \What things are obvious? What are those things
contrasted with? What have those who belong to Christ done in their lives?

Read Romans 2:12-13. How do we see this line up with James 2:22-237

Read Matthew 7:24-27. How important is it to listen to Jesus’ words...and do
them?

Read Luke 8:19-21. Who does Jesus say are His mother and brothers? Again,
why is this a big deal for us?
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Read Matthew 25:31-40. \Who will the Lord gather to Himself? What question
do they ask of HHm? What is His answer? (Be very careful with verse 40. The
words “my brothers” tell us where we, as believers, should START before we
apply this concept to the whole world.)

Read Deuteronomy 10:17-19. What characteristics of God are mentioned
here? Read Deuteronomy 14:28-29. What is happening here? How does this
reflect the character of God from Deuteronomy 10? How does this help us to
understand the instruction in James?

Read Isaiah 1:16-17. Who, specifically, is mentioned here as those who should
be protected and cared for? Read Isaiah 1:23. What is one reason the princes
of the unfaithful city condemned?

As you spend time with God today, consider how you might be deceiving
yourself, thinking you are fine when you actually are not doing what God has
commanded you to do. We often overlook people or even activities we should
be doing to obey God. Knowing God'’'s Word is absolutely important, but how
is His Word changing your life? How are you being conformed to the likeness
of His Son? How is your life changed to reflect His character, not merely
learning, but putting the learning into practice? Ask God to help you to see
where you are being a “hearer only” and ask Him to help you to be a “doer” of
His Word. Repent of your neglect in not obeying actively, and work with His
Spirit to go forward in obedience.
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A Study in James

Day 4: Partiality Problems
James 2:1-13

Read Matthew 18:1-6. \What was the question the disciples had for Jesus?
What does their question tell you about what they expected to hear as an
answer? What answer did Jesus give them? Why was this surprising?

Read Matthew 18:21-35. \What was the question that Jesus is addressing with
this parable? What is point He is making? Why should we take this seriously?

Read Matthew 19:13-14. What was happening here that the disciples thought
was inappropriate? Why do you think the disciples thought this shouldn't
happen? Again, what surprising response does Jesus give?

Read Matthew 20:20-28. \Who comes to Jesus this time? What does she
want? What does this tell you about her expectation? What is Jesus
response? Jesus lays out what a leader looks like in God's economy. How is
that different from what the people had experienced from their leaders? How
is that different from their expectation?

Read Luke 14:12-14. \What instruction does Jesus give here? What heart issue
might He be addressing here?

Taken together, these passages in Matthew and Luke show us that Jesus also
gave instructions regarding partiality. What do we learn about how Jesus saw
this issue? Can you think of other times in His ministry when He addressed
this issue in other ways?

Read Matthew 22:36-39. \What is the question asked of Jesus here? How
does He answer the question? What does He say these questions are tied to?
Read Leviticus 19:18 and Deuteronomy 6:5. How do these verses help you to
understand Jesus answer?
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Read 1 Corinthians 1:26-31. What do we see about God’'s economy here? Why
does God choose the low and the despised in the world for salvation and for
use in His kingdom? Where does partiality fit in God's economy?

Read 1 Corinthians 11:17-22. What is happening as this church gathers
together? Is this something to be encouraged to continue? Why does Paul
say that they were NOT eating the Lord’s supper?

Read 1 Timothy 6:6-10. Paul is addressing false teachers in the church and
the division and chaos and sin they bring with them. What does Paul
commend? What warning does he give? What is the root of all kinds of evil?
Why should we be careful to watch what we love?

Read Romans 3:9-20. How does this passage show us that there is no
partiality with God, that we are all on the same (bankrupt) playing field?

Read Romans 3:21-26. Knowing we are all sinners, completely bankrupt in
terms of having any merit, how does the Gospel bring us hope? What do we
learn about the characteristics of God here?

Ladies, as you spend time with God today, know that the sin of partiality
comes in many disguises and we don't always recognize them all. Ask God to
help you to see where you might be acting out of sinful partiality, and ask
Him to help you to repent and to turn away from that partiality for His glory
and for your sanctification. Remember, the ground is level at the foot of the
cross, and you always have the ability to repent and be cleansed of your
righteousness when you confess your sins. There is always hope for the
believer!
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A Study in James

Day 5: Fruitbearing
James 2:14-26

In the words of the Westminster Shorter Catechism, “justification is an ACT of
God's free grace whereby He pardons all our sins, accepts us as righteous in
His sight, only for the righteousness of Christ imputed to us, and received by
faith alone.” Keep this in mind as you read these passages today, to see how
this definition of justification lines up with Scripture.

Read Romans 3:21-26 again today. Look at all the action verbs here. What
actions have we taken? What actions has God taken? How are we justified?
What does this show us? Because of what He has done, God satisfies what
two conditions for those who have faith in Jesus? Why is it important to
realize BOTH of these conditions are met?

Read Romans 3:27-31. How are we justified? What is this apart from? Does
this mean we overthrow the law?

Read Romans 5:1-2. Again, how are we justified?

Read Romans 4:16-25. \What does the promise (given to Abraham) rest on?
What did Abraham not weaken in? Why is his faith counted to him as
righteousness? How do we benefit from his faithfulness as well?

Read Hebrews 11:17-19. What does the author of Hebrews tell us was
happening when Abraham offered up Isaac? How does the help inform our
understanding of our passage in James and the concept of justification?

Read Matthew 7:15-20. How does this parable tell us that we will recognize
the wolves as opposed to the sheep?
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Read Mark 7:1-13. The Pharisees had demands that they insisted were
necessary. If you failed to meet these demands, the Pharisees considered
your actions sinful. What do the disciples do that the Pharisees consider to be
sinful? What is Jesus response to them? What does He say they actually
value? Jesus points to the example of Corban. Basically, here's what was
going on. The people were making a simple vow to reserve their possessions
to be given to God, and by doing this, they were then refusing to help their
elderly parents in their old age. They were refusing to care for their own
family with the resources they DID have by insisting that they were being
good and religious and giving those things to God instead. How does Jesus
address their practice of corban? What is going on in the hearts of the
Pharisees, as demonstrated by these practices?

As you spend time with God today, praise Him for the assurance of your
salvation, knowing that if He has justified you, that cannot be undone. Ask
Him to help you to see where, in your own life, God is calling you to show your
faith in your life, to put feet to your faith, and to go forward and grow in Him.
Ask Him to help you have a right understanding of how your works should
outflow from your faith, not looking at your works as what has saved you, but
as the evidence of God's work in your life.
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A Study in James

Day 6: Uses and Misuses of the Tongue
James 3:1-12

Read Proverbs 18:4-21. \What is the overall context of this passage? Make a
list of at least any parallels between James 3 and Proverbs 18. Given the
context of this chapter in Proverbs, using Scripture to interpret Scripture, is
verse 21 intended to be taken literally?

Read Luke 6:43-45. \What is the point of this parable? What does Jesus say
the mouth of a person actually reveals? How does this affirmmn James’ warning
about the use of the tongue?

Read Romans 1:28-32. Paul is describing those who have rejected God and
have, as a result, been rejected by God as well. What sinful use of the tongue
is evident in those who have rejected God? Why should that be a warning
and a rebuke to those who belong to God?

Read Ephesians 4:11-16. \What two things should the saints be striving to
attain? What should we no longer be? What should we speak? How should
we speak it? Why should we do this? Knowing this, should we lie to others to
spare their feelings?
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Read Ephesians 4:25-29. \What is Paul's emphasis in these verses? What kind
of language are we to avoid? What kind of language should we pursue?
Given those parameters, what might be examples “corrupting talk” in your
life? How does this balance with the need to still speak the truth?

Read Ephesians 5:3-12. What specific kind of language is being addressed
here? Look carefully here. That kind of language is equated with sexual
immorality. How should the language of the believer be different from the
language of the unbeliever?

As you spend time with God today, consider how you use your tongue. Ladies,
we all struggle to use our tongues in ways that honor God. What is God using
His Word to convict you of today? Don't justify it. Don't try to explain why, for
YOU, it's not that big a deal when you swear or take the Lord’s name in vain or
use your words to harm others. Repent and ask God to help rid your
vocabulary of all language that is dishonoring to Him. Thank Him for opening
your eyes to the importance of your words and ask Him to help you to
consider your words carefully, for His glory and for your sanctification.
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A Study in James

Day 7: Wisdom is as Wisdom Does
James 3:13-18

Read Romans 2:6-11. WWhat contrasting characteristics do we see here?
Which should be characteristics of the believer?

Read 1 Corinthians 2:6-16. \What contrast is Paul making here? Are the
wisdom of the world and the wisdom of God compatible? Why or why not?
Why do we need to keep this in mind as we interact with those who are still
lost in their sins?

Read Philippians 2:1-4. \What characteristics are believers encouraged to
seek? What characteristics are believers discouraged from?

Read Romans 13:11-14. \WWhat deeds should we cast off? What should we put
on? What “vile practices” (per James 3:16) are mentioned along with
quarreling and jealousy here?

Read 1 Timothy 4:1-5. In latter times, some will depart the faith by doing
what? What will they command? What kind of wisdom is this, per James
31472

Read Galatians 6:6-10. \What principle is being explained here? How can we
reap eternal life? What exhortation do we see?

Read Galatians 5:16-24. The Spirit gives us the wisdom that comes from
above. Knowing this, compare/contrast the evidences of the works of the
flesh vs the works of the Spirit in general. Keep in mind, the “fruit of the Spirit”
is not a laundry list of things to check off. These “fruit” will continue to grow in
you as you grow in Christ, they are not given to us as a “to do” list to struggle
to keep. As you compare these, consider what works are evident in your own
life. Where do you see that God has been growing you? Where do you need
to repent?

As you spend time with God today, consider what kind of wisdom you see
exhibited in your own life. Where you see the wisdom of the world, bring that
to God. Ask Him to help you to repent and truly turn back from that “wisdom”
and ask Him to help you to crave His wisdom, knowing the harvest you will
reap as a result. Thank God for showing you your sin so that you can repent of
it, as you continue to be conformed into the image of His Son.
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A Study in James

Day 8: We Are All Adulterers
James 4:1-10

Read Matthew 6:19-24. \Where should our treasure be? What caution do we
have about what we see and seek after? What statement does Jesus make
regarding our masters? Why do we need to take this seriously?

Read 1John 2:15-17. How does this passage affirm James 4:4? How does this
help us to understand James’ warning?

Read Romans 7:15-25. What struggle is being described here? What “law”
does Paul find to exist? What question does Paul ask at the end of this
section? What is the answer to this question? Why should that give every
believer hope?

Read 1 Corinthians 6:15-20. \What are our very bodies members of? What
severe warning is given here? Why should we be concerned to glorify GOD
with our bodies?

Read 2 Corinthians 6:14-18. \What warning is given here? What unique
relationship do believers have with God? What impact should that have on
our desires and our behaviors?

Read Ephesians 4:25-29. How does this passage correspond with James 4:1-
10? What parallels do you see?
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Read Romans 8:31-33. \Who had to pay for your sin? How did He pay for your
sin? If Christ had to die for YOUR sin to be forgiven, so that He might justify
you, how should you view your sin? Does this give us permission not to take
our sin seriously? Why/why not?

Read 1 Peter 5:6-11. What instruction is given here? Why should we do this?
What warning is given? What instruction are we given here that parallels
James 4:7? What encouragement do we have here?

As you spend time with God today, consider what might be the root cause of
quarrels and strife in your life. Where are you refusing to submit to God'’s will?
Where are you seeking to be friends with the world, making yourself an
enemy of God? Where is your pride preventing you from submitting to God,
especially if you clearly know what you should be doing? Ask God to reveal
these things to you. Ask Him to help you to hate the sin you once loved, to
submit to Him and resist the devil, to mourn over your sin and draw near to
Him. Take comfort in these passages, knowing that, with God, there IS hope!
Read 1John 1:8-10 and take heart knowing that, when we confess our sin, HE
is faithful and just not only to forgive us, but to purify us from all
unrighteousness. What a merciful God we serve!
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A Study in James

Day 9: Prideful Hearts
James 4:11-17

Read Romans 14:1-4. \What is the principle being addressed here? Who do
each of us stand or fall before? Why is this important when we are tempted
to pronounce judgment on others, especially for non-sin issues?

Read Matthew 7:1-5. Does this passage tell us we should never judge? What
instruction does it give to us before we examine or judge others? Why is this
important?

Read Luke 12:13-21. What warning does Jesus give here? How does this
parallel what James says in James 4:13-15?

Read 1 Corinthians 4:6-7. \What warning does Paul give here? What is Paul's
point about what the believers actually have? Think about that for a moment.
Can you take credit for your intelligence? For the color of your eyes? For
whether your hair is naturally curly or straight? How much more then, can we
not take credit for what God tells us He has given to us for us to live lives of
holiness for Him?

Read 2 Corinthians 12:5-10. Why does Paul refuse to boast? What will Paul
boast in? Why?
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Read Philippians 1:19-21. What is Paul's ultimate concern? IS his concern
about his death? Why/why not?

Read Galatians 6:12-15. Why does Paul say the Judaizers want the Gentile
believers to be circumcised? What does Paul say that he will boast in? Why?
What do we continue to learn about God's economy?

As you spend time with God today, consider a few things. How might you be
judging with incorrect/unrighteous judgment? Where might you be
elevating a preference to the level of a sin? Ask God to help you to see those
issues and to repent of them.

Also, consider what your actions demonstrate about where your hope really
lies. Are you more concerned with this world, with provision in this life, with
the rise and fall of political leaders than you are with eternity? Ask God to help
you to see where you may be living by the world’'s economy instead of in His
economy and ask Him to help you to have a right perspective earthly things
and eternal matters. Know that, as your focus shifts from earthly to eternal
matters, you will find that the benefits of living in God's economy far
outweigh the stress and worry of living in the world’'s economy. His way truly
is the best way.
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A Study in James

Day 10: Luxury and Self-Indulgence
James 5:1-6

Read Matthew 6:19-21. Where our hope is placed has a huge impact on our
lives. Why should we be careful about the kinds of things we treasure? What
is revealed about US when we see where our treasure is?

Read Matthew 6:25-34. Make a list of the truths in this passage that comfort
the believer. What does Jesus tell us to seek? Why?

Read Leviticus 19:9-16 and Deuteronomy 24:14-15. \What principles are being
put forth here? How does this help us to know that the concept in James 5:4
is not “new” to the New Testament?

Read Luke 16:19-31. How does this parable help us to understand James 5:1-
6~

Read 1 Timothy 6:6-10. \What exhortation are we given here? What warning
are we given? How does this compliment James 5:1-6?

Read Galatians 6:7-10. What might we be deceived into thinking? What
warning is given here? What encouragement is given here? Again, how does
this help us to understand James 5:1-6 better?

As you spend time with God today, revisit the questions we looked at
yesterday. The specific example from James today shows us clearly how
disordered priorities are sinful and harmful.(If, however, you are cheating your
employees out of their wages, stop it now.) For today, consider your own
heart and your own circumstances. Be careful not to justify any sin in your life
regarding your material goods, asking God to help you to remember that
everything you have been given is from Him anyway.
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A Study in James

Day 11: Strengthen Your Heart
James 5:7-12

Read Matthew 24:36-51. \What is the warning Jesus is giving here? What
examples does He use? Look carefully at the first example. In the days of the
flood, would you want to be swept away (taken) or left behind on the earth
(on the ark)? Jesus is drawing that example further in this parable to show
that those left behind are the ones who are His. (I bring this up ONLY to say
that THIS particular passage is not a support for the rapture taught by some
regarding the end times. There are other places where you may be better
able to make that case from Scripture, but this passage is not one of them.)
Look at each example and ask yourself: Which person/group would | desire to
be part of? Which group would | not want to be part of? What are
characteristics of those groups?

Read Matthew 25:1-13. What is the point of this parable? What is the warning
that Jesus gives at the end of this? How does this help us to understand
James 5:7-9?

Read Exodus 34:5-7. \What does the Lord proclaim about Himself? What
evidence, up to this point in the history of the world, do we see to back that
up?

Read Job 1:20-22 and 2:9-10. What is Job’s response to the tragedy that has
befallen him? What does Scripture tell us about his words and actions? What
can we learn from this example?
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Read Matthew 5:33-37. \What is Jesus addressing here? How does this help
us to understand James 5:12?

Read Matthew 23:29-36. Sctting aside the prophetical nature of this section,
what historical events is Jesus pointing out as evidence of the hypocrisy of
the Pharisees? What, then, is the example we have from the prophets? How
does that help us to understand James 5:10-11?

Read Romans 5:1-5. What have we received from God? What does that also
grant us? What hope do we have? What encouragement do we have for
continuing to persevere in our walk with Christ?

Ladies, as you spend time with God today, consider the truth that this world
will not last forever and our Savior will return. How does that truth help us to
continue to endure any suffering we face? How does the example of those
who have come before us give us confidence as we struggle in this life?
Consider all that God has done in order to save you from the punishment of
sin. Can God fail in achieving what He has said He will do? Read Romans 8:31-
39 and meditate on the hope we have in God. Praise Him today for all that He
has already done and ask Him to help you to trust Him to hold you to Him in
the future as well. He is faithful, ladies. Hold to Him.
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A Study in James

Day 12: The Promised Healing We Actually Need
James 5:13-20

Read 2 Corinthians 5:16-21. \What has happened to those who are in Christ
Jesus? Who have we been reconciled to? If we had to be reconciled, what
does that mean our relationship was before that? Now that we are
reconciled, what is our role? How does verse 21 explain the Gospel?

Look up the definition of propitiation if you have never heard that word. Then,
read Romans 3:21-26. Look at this passage and see all the actions verbs here.
Who is “doing” all the things? What things are being done? What is our role
here? Why should that comfort the believer?

Read Romans 11:33-36. \What aspect of God is Paul rejoicing in here? How can
we join him in his praise of God? What comfort can the believer receive from
God here?

Read 1John 1:8-10. What hope do we have when we sin? Why should we be
eager to bring our sins to God?

Read John 5:1-9. What happens at this location? How many people were
there? How many were healed? How does that help us to understand James
5:14-17? Was it wrong for Jesus not to heal more people? Why?

Read 2 Corinthians 4:16-18. \What does Paul call the trials of this life? What
does he instead look to? Read 2 Corinthians 1:.8-10. Knowing what Paul had
experienced, consider, again, what Paul calls the suffering and trials of this life
in 2 Corinthians 4. How does his personal experience help us to take his
words in chapter 4 seriously?
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Read Galatians 6:1-5. How does this passage balance personal responsibility
with concern for our brothers/sisters in Christ? How might you carry the
burdens of others? What “law” is fulfilled when we do this?

Ladies, there are many things in this life that we will not understand. There
are many things we will have to endure in this life that will be painful.
Knowing that our ultimate need, to be reconciled to God, has been met, how
can you take those truths and go forward in confidence? What
encouragement do you have from James to hold fast to God?

Ask God today to help you to see your own suffering and trials as Paul did; as
a “light and momentary affliction.” Praise God for His salvation, freely offered
to you. Ask Him to help you to grow in your understanding of His economy, to
be grateful for the opportunity to learn, and to love Him more every day. Trust
in the Lord, ladies. He will lift you up. (Proverbs 3:5-6)
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