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“Letters to the Corinthians” Study Notes
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Lesson 26: Tongues, the Inferior Gift
1 Corinthians 14:1-25

Read 2 Corinthians 10:3-6. How do we walk? What kind of war are we fighting?
What do our “weapons” have the ability to do? What can be destroyed? What
must we do with our thoughts? What must we be ready to do? Can we do this
without engaging our minds? Is this purely emotionally driven?

Read Romans 12:1-2. What are we to do with our very bodies? In what manner
are we to do this? What must we use in order to NOT be conformed to the
world? What can we discern, when our minds are renewed?

Read Matthew 15:1-9. As the Pharisees tried to accuse Jesus of breaking the
traditions of the elders, what does Jesus point out that the Pharisees have
actually done? Which is a bigger deal, breaking a tradition or a command of
God? What indictment does God give of these people? Why is their worship in
vain? How does this resemble the believers in Corinth, who put so much
emphasis on speaking in tongues, while acting in pride and arrogance towards
other believers?

Read Colossians 2:18-19. What warning does Paul give here? What is the most
important thing to remember regarding worship and holiness and purity for
God? How had the Corinthians set aside the Head as well?

Read Ephesians 2:1-10. What state were we in before we were saved? Describe
what it means to be a son of disobedience or a child of wrath. Did you deserve
salvation? What state were you in when God made you alive? Why did He do
this? Who saved you? Because this is not a result of works, what do none of us
have ANY business doing? Why have we been saved?

Read Romans 3:21-27. What state are we all in before God, without Christ?
How is everyone who is saved justified? Why does this show God’s
righteousness? Because God has done this, what is excluded?

Read 2 Corinthians 10:17-18. What should we boast in? What is the most
important commendation?

Read Galatians 6:1-10. How should we correct our brothers and sisters caught
in sin? How do we fulfill the law of Christ? What does that look like in your life?
What thought might we have that is actually deceptive? What does it mean to



say “God cannot be mocked, a man reaps what he sows”? What should we
seek to sow? Why? What should we not grow weary in doing? Especially for
whom?

A little concordance homework today. Either grab a concordance or go to
Biblegateway.com or Biblehub.com and type in “tongues”. How many times is
tongues mentioned in the Bible, total? How many times is it mentioned in the
OT? In the NT? Where is it mentioned the most? As you look at that, consider:
were tongues a COMMON gift, even in NT times? What was the purpose of this
gift? How was it used? Should we expect to see this gift INCREASE today? Now,
do another search for the word “prophecy”. How many times is this used in the
Bible? In what contexts is this word used? Now, do one final search through
the concordance. Look for the word “preach”. Again, how many times do we see
this word? Where is it most often used? If we were to go simply based on the
amount of times the word appears, which concept is more emphasized and
likely more important?

In our notes yesterday, we dug into the importance of the bride of Christ (the
church) and why we need to be invested in our brothers and sisters and their
lives and in the church in general. What should we not be focused on, if we are
truly desiring to build up the body? What should we be focused on?

Read Philippians 2:1-4. How can Paul’s joy be complete? How should we NOT
act? How SHOULD we act? How were the Corinthians acting? What was their
motive/attitude? What can we learn from this?

Ladies, the Corinthian believers took one gift and elevated it far beyond where
it should have been, to the point where, the gift they valued most is most
mentioned in this letter of Paul’s to CORRECT their thinking on this topic. As
you spend time with God today, consider how you might be elevating a minor
issue or concept to a point that is out of proportion with its actual importance.
Ask God to help you to be most concerned about His glory and about sharing
the truth of the Gospel than with how much you have to boast in yourself.
Remember, if what you are doing in the body of Christ does not edify and build
up the body? It may be a good thing but it may not, ultimately, be beneficial.
Ask God to help you to keep your focus where it should be: glorifying God,
building up the body and equipping the saints, and sharing God’s truth with as
many people as you can. Ask God to help you not to be enamored with the
“experience” of worship or the gathering of the saints, but ask Him to help you
to desire to know His Word more and more every day, to love the things that He
loves, and hate the things that He hates. Praise Him for His Word that
sharpens and restrains us so that we are not carried away by our fleshly
desires. Praise Him for giving us guidance, in His Word, so that we know what
truly DOES glorify Him, so we may be careful to obey.



